
ocean beach planning board

project review committee meeting minutes
Wednesday, March 17th, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.

Ocean Beach Recreation Center - 4726 Santa Monica Ave., Ocean Beach
6:40pm - Meeting called to order by Vice-Chairperson Giovanni Ingolia. Board members George Murphy, Nancy Taylor and Seth Connolly also in attendance. Agenda approved by consensus.

Item #001 – Avery Seawall Repair

Ocean Beach JO# 160479 (Process 3) Coastal Development Permit and Site Development Permit for Environmentally Sensitive Land to repair existing seawall at 1421 and 1425 Ocean Front Street in the RM-2-4 Zone within the Ocean Beach Precise Plan, Coastal Overlay (appealable), Coastal Height Limit, Sensitive Coastal, Council District 2.

Engineer Bryan Voss presenting. States that existing seawall at this property has recently failed, and that the City has granted an emergency process. Property is adjacent to the Davenport property, which has recently had a similar project approved by the OBPB. Informs that seawalls have been failing throughout the vicinity, creating public safety hazards for local citizens and causing the loss of some homeowners' property. States that City may include repair of nearby stairs as part of emergency permit. Design will seek to emulate nearby bluffs in appearance. Seth Connolly asks if the proposed repair will be consistent with the Davenport's design and is informed that it will be uniform. Nancy Taylor asks how long repair wall is estimated to last and is informed that there is a two-year estimate. During public comments, neighbors Tim Holfman and Denise Seymour speak in favor of project and cite existing public safety hazard. 

Motion to recommend approval as presented by Seth Connolly, seconded by George Murphy. Motion passes 4-0-0.
Item #002 – Ocean Beach Library Demolition Permit
Ocean Beach JO# 173411 (Process 2) Coastal Development Permit to demolition of an existing 3,056 sf office building and demolish 1,475 sf of an existing 4,572 sf library building and construct a 10,903 sf addition at 4801 Santa Monica Ave in the CC-4-2 Zone within the Ocean Beach Community Plan Area, Coastal Overlay (non-appealable), Coastal Height Limit, Airport Approach, Airport Influence Area, FAA Part 77, Coastal Height Limit, Council District 2.

Randy Hanna, Principal of Hanna Gabriel Wells presenting. Cites history of project and states that Ocean Beach Precise Plan originally intended to have a new library constructed in a different location, but that the public wished for it to remain in current location and then expand while retaining historical character of structure. Design calls for existing structure to include areas for children, computer use, public space and art gallery, with books moving into new 1-story addition. States that his firm worked with the City's Historical Resource Board in creating design, and that addition will be modern in design but in scale with existing structure. Claims that required parking space is an issue with expansion, but that previous study demonstrated that most library users utilize non-motorized transportation to get to facility. Only 11 parking spaces are provided in design, and City may require more. Requests that his firm would appreciate the support of the OBPB on this matter, if possible. Nancy Taylor asks what alternatives exist for parking and is informed that strategies such as shared parking agreements are possible. Seth Connolly asks if project is still seeking to achieve a LEED-Silver green building rating and is informed that this is still the case. George Murphy asks which structures are to be demolished and is informed that previous 1924 library extension will be removed to make new addition possible. In board comments, George Murphy states that Friends of the Ocean Beach Library support the project and its design. Seth Connolly asks that applicant request support on parking issue in front of full board at General Meeting. 

Motion to recommend approval as presented by Seth Connolly, seconded by George Murphy. Motion passes 4-0-0.

Motion to adjourn by George Murphy, seconded by Nancy Taylor, approved by consensus.

