ocean beach planning board

General meeting minutes
Wednesday, April 7th, 2010 - 6:00 p.m.

Ocean Beach Recreation Center - 4726 Santa Monica Ave., Ocean Beach

6:05pm - Meeting called to order by Acting Chairperson Jane Gawronski. Board members Rob Sullivan, Heather Kwiatkowski, Seth Connolly, George Murphy, Nancy Taylor and Tom Gawronski also in attendance. Motion to approve agenda by Tom Gawronski, seconded by George Murphy. Approved by consensus.

Motion to approve October 2009 Special Meeting minutes as presented by Seth Connolly, seconded by George Murphy. Motion is approved 4-0-3. Seth Connolly, George Murphy, Jane Gawronski and Nancy Taylor in favor, while Rob Sullivan, Heather Kwiatkowski and Tom Gawronski abstain. 

Motion to approve February General Meeting minutes as presented by George Murphy, seconded by Rob Sullivan. Motion is approved 6-0-1. Jane Gawronski, Rob Sullivan, Seth Connolly, George Murphy, Nancy Taylor and Tom Gawronski all in favor while Heather Kwiatkowski abstains. 

Motion to approve March General Meeting minutes as presented by Nancy Taylor, seconded by Jane Gawronski. Motion is approved 3-0-4. Seth Connolly, Jane Gawronski and Nancy Taylor in favor, while Rob Sullivan, Heather Kwiatkowski, George Murphy and Tom Gawronski abstain. 

Motion to approve March Project Review Committee Meeting minutes as presented by Nancy Taylor, seconded by George Murphy. Motion is approved 4-0-3. Seth Connolly, George Murphy, Jane Gawronski and Nancy Taylor in favor, while Rob Sullivan, Heather Kwiatkowski and Tom Gawronski abstain. 

Non-Agenda Public Comments
Thyme Curtis of Councilperson Faulconer’s Office describes the San Diego Clean Generation Program, through which homeowners can borrow money for the purpose of pursuing renewable energy or water reduction projects. States that Land Use and Housing Committee voted to approve Medical Marijuana Task Force’s recommendations at March meeting, with added requirements of: a Process 4 for Conditional Use Permits, a one thousand foot buffer zones around parks and places of worship and no dispensaries being allowed within mixed-use commercial districts that contain residential uses. 

Joyce Summer presents for the Centre City Development Corporation on behalf of Sheila Hardin. States that their agency will soon have updated bylaws, and describes recent public outreach activities. George Murphy formally requests that a card be sent to Sheila Hardin on behalf of the OBPB, and this is approved by consensus. 

Heather Kwiatkowski offers resignation from Board in effect at end of meeting, stating that she will be moving out of state to attend graduate school. Jane Gawronski asks if anyone in attendance will seek appointment for this District 3 seat, and community members Libby Brignon and Scott Waschitz state that they intend to. 
Item#001 – Action Item Certification of OBPB Election Results  

Report from the Election Committee as to the results of the Ocean Beach Planning Board General Elections held on March 9, 2010. Certification of results and seating of Elected Members of the board. 
Election Chair Tom Gawronski presenting. States that Seth Connolly submitted signatures to run as a write-in candidate for District 4, and that Ronson Shamoun withdrew his candidacy in District 1 while also submitting signatures to run as a write-in candidate in District 7. States that 39 total votes were cast, with the results as follows:

District 1: Landry Watson - 5 votes; District 2: Barbara Schmidtknecht - 10 votes, Dave Sparling - 8 votes; District 3: No candidates; District 4: Seth Connolly - 5 votes; District 5: Giovanni Ingolia - 5 votes; District 6: Catherine Cappellucci – 5 votes; District 7: Ronson Shamoun - 1 vote. 

Motion to approve certification results by George Murphy, seconded by Heather Kwiatkowski. Motion is approved 7-0-0. 

Landry Watson, Giovanni Ingolia, Barbara Schmidtknecht, Catherine Cappellucci and Ronson Shamoun take seats on Board, while George Murphy, Tom Gawronski and (in absentia) Michael Taylor step down. Commendations are presented to George Murphy and Tom Gawronski by Thyme Curtis and Giovanni Ingolia. 
Item#002 – Action Item Certification of OBPB Appointment Results  

Report from the Election Committee as to the results of the Ocean Beach Planning Board General Elections held on March 9, 2010. Certification of results and seating of Appointed Members of the board. 
As a community member, Tom Gawronski states that Bill Bushe submitted signatures for appointment to vacant District 3 seat that was not filled during election, and presents verified signatures to Seth Connolly. Motion to seat Bill Bushe to this vacant seat by Heather Kwiatkowski, seconded by Giovanni Ingolia. Motion passes 10-0-0. 
Item #003 – Action Item Election of Officers  
Vote to elect officers for the 2010-2011 Term.
Board Chairperson – Nancy Taylor nominates Landry Watson. Heather Kwiatkowski nominates Giovanni Ingolia. Landry Watson states that he would like to remain as the Board liaison to the Community Planners Committee, typically a responsibility of the Chairperson, but would otherwise be willing to refuse his nomination. Giovanni Ingolia accepts, and is confirmed as Chairperson by a vote of 10-0-1 (Ingolia abstains).

Giovanni Ingolia assumes Chairperson duties from Acting Chairperson Jane Gawronski.

Board Vice-Chairperson – Nancy Taylor nominates Landry Watson. Landry Watson nominates Seth Connolly, who declines. Landry Watson is confirmed as Vice-Chairperson by a vote of 11-0-0. 

Board Secretary – Ronson Shamoun nominates Seth Connolly, who is then confirmed by a vote of 11-0-0.

Board Treasurer – Nancy Taylor nominates Jane Gawronski, who is then confirmed by a vote of 11-0-0. 

Board Community Group Liaison Appointments – Landry Watson requests appointment as liaison to Community Planners Committee, with Chairperson Giovanni Ingolia as alternate. Giovanni Ingolia requests appointment as liaison to COMPACT. Bill Bushe requests appointment as liaison to Mission Bay Park Committee. Ron Sullivan requests appointment as liaison to Ocean Beach Crime Prevention Committee. Jane Gawronski requests appointment as liaison to Ocean Beach Historical Society. Nancy Taylor requests appointment as liaison to Ocean Beach Recreation Council. 

Chairperson Giovanni Ingolia confirms all requested liaison appointments, and tables future discussion.

Subcommittee Appointments – Landry Watson, Nancy Taylor and (in absentia) Brittany Taylor request appointment to Brighton Street Comfort Station ad hoc subcommittee. Landry Watson requests appointment to Sunset Cliffs Traffic Calming ad hoc subcommittee. Nancy Taylor, Bill Bushe and Seth Connolly request appointment to Precise Plan Update subcommittee. Landry Watson and Jane Gawronski request appointment to Appeals committee. 

Chairperson Giovanni Ingolia confirms all requested subcommittee appointments, and tables future discussion. 

Item #004 – Action Item Avery Sea Wall Repair 
Ocean Beach JO# 160479 (Process 3) Coastal Development Permit and Site Development Permit for Environmentally Sensitive Land to repair existing seawall at 1421 and 1425 Ocean Front Street in the RM-2-4 Zone within the Ocean Beach Precise Plan, Coastal Overlay (appealable), Coastal Height Limit, Sensitive Coastal, Council District 2. 
Bryan Voss presenting. States that project includes a third address at 4837 Bermuda Street. Cites homeowner’s goal of keeping area safe and aesthetically pleasing. States that seawalls in this vicinity have been failing since 1999, and that this creates a public safety hazard for community while resulting in a loss of 30 feet of homeowner’s rear yard. Informs that City has provided Coastal Emergency permit for temporary seawall to be constructed. States that existing residence is a 100 year-old craftsman cottage, possibly one of the last remaining on regional coast. Claims that permanent seawall’s design is intended to blend in with surrounding natural bluffs, and that project will provide increased public beach access. Homeowner Sparka Lee presenting. States that she grew up in residence, and would like to preserve home. Cites public safety hazard of existing conditions. 

Public Comments – Neighboring homeowners Denise Seymour, Bill Hunyadi, Tim Holfman speak in favor of project, citing public safety hazard and commending design and self-funded nature of project. 

Board Comments – Landry Watson asks how many of the three properties on permit request are owned by homeowner and is informed that all of them are. Jane Gawronski cites benefits of “harmonious design”, self-funded nature of project and creation of “pocket beaches”. Nancy Taylor cites reduction of existing public safety hazard. Catherine Cappellucci asks if project will be consistent with those of neighboring properties, and is informed that this is the case until the location of the nearby public stairs. Catherine Cappellucci also asks about life span of temporary and permanent seawalls and whether or not they are earthquake-safe. Bryan Voss states that temporary wall has a projected 2-storm cycle life span, permanent wall has a projected 70-year life span and that they will be designed to withstand quakes. 

Motion to approve project as presented by Ronson Shamoun. Friendly amendment by Heather Kwiatkowski to include third address in recommendation, and Ronson Shamoun accepts. Motion seconded by Bill Bushe, and approved by a vote of 11-0-0. 
Item #005 – Action Item Ocean Beach Library 
Ocean Beach JO# 173411 (Process 2) Coastal Development Permit to demolition of an existing 3,056 sf office building and demolish 1,475 sf of an existing 4,572 sf library building and construct a 10,903 sf addition at 4801 Santa Monica Ave in the CC-4-2 Zone within the Ocean Beach Community Plan Area, Coastal Overlay (non-appealable), Coastal Height Limit, Airport Approach, Airport Influence Area, FAA Part 77, Coastal Height Limit, Council District 2.
Architect Randy Hanna of Hanna Gabriel Wells presenting. States that this item concerns the demolition of the library’s original extension and construction of a larger, more modern one. Barbara Schmidtknecht asks about public funding for project, and is informed that the City currently lacks funding for project, but would like to complete permit process in interim. Landry Watson asks about project’s sustainable design elements and is informed that project will now seek to achieve a LEED - Gold rating. In public comments, George Murphy of the Friends of the Ocean Beach Library states that their organization supports project and current design. In board comments, Seth Connolly states that applicant has previously requested support on parking deficiency of current design. 

Motion to approve as presented with emphasis on supporting current design’s inclusion of only 11 parking spots by Landry Watson, seconded by Bill Bushe. Motion is approved by a vote of 11-0-0. 
Item #006 Action Item Resource Allocation   
The board will discuss possible year-end spending options. These items include an election ballot box/suggestion box, nameplates, official signs, and a request to speak system.
Landry Watson provides OBPB signage as requested at March General Meeting, and states that he will investigate pricing and options on nameplates for public meetings. Chairperson Giovanni Ingolia presents spending possibilities covered at March General Meeting. 

Motion to approve allocation of $40 of Board’s funds on a suggestion box made by local vendor by Landry Watson, seconded by Jane Gawronski. Motion is approved by a vote of 10-0-0.

Motion to approve allocation of $32 of Board’s funds on paper products for Board materials by Nancy Taylor, seconded by Jane Gawronski. Motion is approved by a vote of 10-0-0.
Chair Announcements/ Correspondence/ Meetings

Chairperson Giovanni Ingolia states that all new Board members must plan to attend City’s Community Orientation Workshop, and asks for their contact information. States that City will also be providing an Advanced CEQA workshop. 

7:50pm - Motion to adjourn by Jane Gawronski, seconded by Nancy Taylor. Approved by consensus. 

