ocean beach planning board

General meeting minutes
Wednesday, May 5th, 2010 - 6:00 p.m.

Ocean Beach Recreation Center - 4726 Santa Monica Ave., Ocean Beach

6:10pm – Meeting called to order by Acting Chairperson Landry Watson. Board members Jane Gawronski, Seth Connolly, Brittany Taylor, Ronson Shamoun, Catherine Cappellucci, Nancy Taylor and Craig Klein also in attendance. 

Motion to modify agenda by Landry Watson, to change Item #2 from an Action Item to an Information Item, seconded by Brittany Taylor. Approved by consensus. 

Motion to approve April General Meeting minutes as presented by Jane Gawronski, seconded by Seth Connolly. Motion is approved 7-0-1 (Brittany Taylor abstains due to absence at April meeting). 

Non-agenda Public Comments – Joyce Summer presents on behalf of the Centre City Development Corporation. Informs that Sheila Hardin has passed away, and that their agency plans to rename the Downtown Information Center in her name. Thyme Curtis of Councilperson Kevin Falcouner’s Office updates on recent activities. States that a code compliance review of the parking lot adjacent to Ocean Beach Surf and Skate is not zoned for current uses. Informs that proposed 2-hour parking on Abbott Street will now go before the California Coastal Commission, and that it may need to be amended to become 4-hour parking. Jane Gawronski asks about status of Oversized Vehicle Ordinance, and is informed that this will be investigated. 

Item#001 – Action Item Certification of OBPB Appointment Results 
Report from Secretary as to the certification of signatures and seating of Appointed Member of the board (District 3).

Board Secretary Seth Connolly provides report on status of District 3 appointment candidates Libby Brignon, Joseph Booth and Scott Waschitz. States that Board bylaws for appointment candidates are less stringent than those for election candidates, and do not require attendance at previous board meetings or eligibility within specific districts of the Ocean Beach Planning Area. Informs that all candidates thus meet eligibility requirements for current District 3 vacancy. Motion by Jane Gawronski to accept Secretary’s recommendations as presented, seconded by Brittany Taylor. Motion passes 8-0-0. 

Acting Chairperson Landry Watson initiates a random drawing for appointment candidates to present themselves to the Board, and be questioned by Board members. Libby Brignon states that she is a local resident and Master’s candidate in Real Estate program at USC. Would like to incorporate sustainable development within Ocean Beach, and cites the Ocean Beach Entryway project as a major issue facing District 3 residents. Joseph Booth states that he is a real estate appraiser and that he and his family are longtime residents of District 3. Cites the need to promote community safety for both residents and tourists, and would like to help enhance local property values while also preserving community character. Scott Waschitz states that he is an architect with extensive experience that includes working in many coastal areas of California. Would like to contribute his professional knowledge to help serve his new community of Ocean Beach. In Board comments, Seth Connolly raises possibility of Special Election. Acting Chairperson Landry Watson states that Board bylaws allow for a vote by Board on appointment candidates. Landry Watson initiates secret ballot vote, and Ronson Shamoun assists with counting of votes. 

Results for secret ballot vote for appointment to vacant District 3 seat are as follows: Scott Waschitz, 5 votes; Libby Brignon, 2 votes; Joseph Booth, 1 vote.

Votes to be kept on file. 

Acting Chairperson Landry Watson seats Scott Waschitz to vacant District 3 seat. 

Item #002- Sunset Cliffs Traffic Study

OB Planning Board will be discussing recommendation on traffic calming/pedestrian crossing of Sunset Cliff from the findings of the Sunset Cliffs Traffic Sub-Committee.

Landry Watson presents on behalf of Sunset Cliffs Traffic Study ad hoc subcommittee. States that three meetings were held with City departments, and that two included public comments. Provides list of eight possible recommendations to facilitate traffic calming on Sunset Cliffs Boulevard, four each for pedestrian and vehicle safety (see Attachment #1). Outlines these recommendations, possible costs of proposed infrastructure and existing traffic conditions on Sunset Cliffs. Seth Connolly questions how these recommendations account for existing pedestrian behavior, and is informed that a pedestrian traffic study would likely be necessary to determine full extent of this. Scott Waschitz questions if proposed recommendations might divert traffic flow onto nearby streets. 

Item #003 – Action Item – Officers, liaisons and subcommittee appointments
¨ Appoint liaisons to other organizations or legislative bodies.

¨ Appoint all current subcommittees. 

Board appointment list from previous meeting presented by Landry Watson. Craig Klein confirms that he will continue as board liaison to the Ocean Beach Merchants Association (OBMA). Ronson Shamoun will serve as a board liaison to the Ocean Beach Town Council (OBTC). Motion to approve Board Liaison appointments as presented by Landry Watson, seconded by Jane Gawronski. Approved by consensus. 

Chair Announcements/ Correspondence/ Meetings
Board Treasurer Jane Gawronski provides Treasurer report. Nancy Taylor states that next meeting of Precise Plan Update subcommittee will be held at 6:00pm on May 11th. Craig Klein states that OBMA is concerned with impact of transients on local businesses. Ronson Shamoun states that retention of fire pits had wide community support at recent OBTC meeting, but that funding still remains an issue. Tom Gawronski presents on behalf of Ocean Beach Historical Society and states that annual “OB Exposed” event is forthcoming.
7:40pm – Motion to adjourn by Craig Klein, seconded by Jane Gawronski. Approved by consensus. 

